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John Lennon and Imagine 
 
It was the iconic song of the hippy era of the early 70's. It still is the anthem of the 
dreamers who want to remake the world in John Lennon's imagination. And finally 
we can see the world and the consequences of Lennon's "Imagination". 
 
Let me be honest...I actually like the song. Lennon and McCarthy were great song 
writers, that rare combination of creativity where a music genius can actually come up 
with a music tune that is unique and memorable combined with memorable lyrics.  
That is typified in Lennon's "Imagine" and McCarthy's "Yesterday".  A great 
improvement on "She loves you yeah, yeah, yeah" and "I wanna hold your hand.". 
And for what it is worth, and I am no great music critic but I haven't heard anything 
from the Millennial generation of musicians comparable to anything I grew up with. 
Probably because Lennon and McCarthy did not spend their entire youths glued to an 
electronic screen for 8 hours a day. 
 
But let's take a quick tour around this iconic song of an era....here are the lyrics: 
 
Imagine 
 
Imagine there's no heaven 
It's easy if you try 
No hell below us 
Above us only sky 
Imagine all the people 
Living for today (ah ah ah) 
Imagine there's no countries 
It isn't hard to do 
Nothing to kill or die for 
And no religion, too 
Imagine all the people 
Living life in peace  
You may say that I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will be as one 
Imagine no possessions 
I wonder if you can 
No need for greed or hunger 
A brotherhood of man 
Imagine all the people 
Sharing all the world 
You may say that I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 



I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will live as one 
 
If you think there is a seductive quality of "Nirvana" about this song you are right.  
This was Lennon after his time spent with an Indian guru in a Hindu Ashram in India. 
The underlying philosophy of which is that this world is but a dream state.  There is 
no heaven or hell, your destination is "oblivion" a drop of water returning to the sea of 
forgetfulness. 
 
And since this is all a dream existence why don't we all dream a different reality....use 
our imagination to create a different reality. 
 
Now here is where I pause to say, ok John I am also as Christian in the business of 
dreaming of a different world, creating a new reality but right from the start we are 
working from a different perspective you and I. 
 
In John's dream world there is no heaven above and no hell below.  What he is saying 
is there are no consequences to life...no eternal consequences.  And that makes a big 
difference to the new world you want to create.  When your starting premis is that 
there is no God and there are no eternal consequences then here is what you are really 
saying: "Nothing matters and everything goes". 
 
What you are saying is there are no boundaries, there are no rules. These are artificial 
constructs of imaginary ethics.  Which is why he says: 
 
'Imagine no religion".... 
 
Ok I can imagine that, a world of no ethics, no rules.  No religion means no structured 
authority that you are answerable to like God.  You are god.  You set your own rules. 
Yes let's imagine that kind of world of no rules and no ethics. 
 
John is not the first philosopher thinking about a world with no God.  A hundred years 
before Nietzsche was the famous prophet of "God is dead..." But here is where people 
get Nietzsche wrong.  He was not triumphant in his proclamation....he was the prophet 
of the coming disasters of the new 20th century....a century of war and blood and 
destruction is what he prophesied for a world without God.....complete his famous 
quote..... 
"God is dead, and we have killed him and we shall cry a river of blood". 
 
In Nietzsche's prophetic writings 'Alzo Sprach Zarathustra" and "The Antichrist" he 
looked ahead to the coming world without God and saw the inevitable rise of "the 
superman" a world for the "ubermensch" to rule over the "untermensch".  Hitler loved 
him and so did Lenin and Stalin. 
 
But John Lennon is ok with a world of no God.  Then we can imagine "there's no 
countries".  Imagine that, no borders in Europe, no borders in America or South 
Africa.  John would be pleased at all the political imagining of that fantasy.  He would 
be happy to see his dream come true.  Europe becoming Eurabia.  California dreaming 
turning into California screaming....and millions streaming out of California. 
 



And why not come streaming in.....there are politicians all over America and Europe 
and South Africa doing John Lennon style "Imagine" politics....imagine....free health 
care, free food, free housing, free social security, free electricity, free education...oh 
what a wonderful world!  Just imagine all that free stuff....just vote for me! But as 
Margaret Thatcher wisely said, 'Socialism if fine until your run out of other people's 
money to spend." 
 
Imagine "nothing to kill and die for....living life in peace" 
 
Oh wonderful, nothing really important to give your life for, a sacrificial life for 
something more important than your own pleasure like raising a family.  But this of 
course is all a lie.  Babies need to die.  Babies are an inconvenience.  They disturb 
your peace. They need constant care.  No wonder that soon after John sang 'Imagine" 
America decided there is someone to kill...your baby....and that baby needs to "die 
for" your better career prospects so you are not at home wasting your time and life 
when you could be climbing the corporate ladder.  Don't worry..."It isn't hard to do" 
because the government will do it for you, easy, in and out your local child sacrifice 
clinic in a morning. 
 
Oh yes and talking about the children, those that actually are not killed off, 
imagine....since there are no rules or boundaries the government of President Macron 
of France some time ago passed the "Schiappa Law".  This new federal law means 
that now in France there is no legal age of consent for having sex with a child, 
meaning adults who have sex with children of any age will not be prosecuted for rape 
if the child victim is unable to prove "violence, threat, distress or surprise." 
 
"Imagine all the people living for today"   
 
Hey John, Wall Street and the politicians heard you and they can imagine that just 
fine.  No need to save for tomorrow. Spend now and leave the debt bill to the next 
generation.  CEO's love that idea too...lot's of 'Imagination" going on in the C-Suite.  
How can we cook the books to boost our stock option pay outs...oh yeah here is an 
idea...lets not invest in new plant and equipment, lets borrow huge amounts of money 
to buy back stocks to boost stock prices so we can cash out at high multiples. 
 
Oh yeah there is a whole generation of youngsters that can identify with "Imagine all 
the people living for today".  Who wants to do the tough work of science, maths, or 
the hard work of a trade and apprenticeship.  Who needs marketable skills...all I need 
is a paper that says I have a degree. But then again maybe all that is just illusion, why 
not just live in Mommy and Daddy's home and play video games all day. 
 
'Imagine no possessions, I wonder if you can, no need for greed or hunger a 
brotherhood of man". 
 
Hey John guess what, Lenin, Mao and many other tin pot dictators loved this "no 
possessions...brotherhood of man" nonsense.  No need for greed, there is enough for 
all.  Except of course there was never enough for all, it always led to hunger. Because 
for there to be "enough for all" someone has to stop dreaming and start working.  You 
see the God and the religion you reject talked about "thou shalt not steal" implying the 
concept of the reality of private property.  That means boundaries, that means rules. 



Rules such as if you don't work you don't eat. Or consumption requires production.  
But then again in the Ashram in India everyone has nothing and poverty is equally 
shared. 
 
The Imagination that John Lennon dreams of....I know where that comes from...the 
original 'Imagineer" Satan.  Imagine he told Adam, Eve....imagine you can be like 
God.  Imagine that like God you can create your own reality, you can decide what is 
right and wrong, you can decide what is good and what is evil and you can decide that 
on the only basis of your own feelings, does it taste good, does it look good will it 
advance my career, my career my agenda.  Consequences? Don't worry you won't die. 
 
The arch Imagineer tried this "Imagine' trick on Jesus in his temptation trial.... 
Imagine you can achieve all your dreams of saving the world....Imagine...I offer you a 
crown without a cross. 
Are you hungry, since you are the son of God just turn that stone into 
bread...Imagine...miracle provision, no work, instant bread. 
Why don't you jump off the top of the temple into that crowded plaza...Imagine the 
incredible miraculous public start to your ministry! 
 
And that same Imagineer is active in our churches.... 
Imagine what Jesus can do for your career....easy Christianity....a crown without the 
cross. 
Imagine miracle wealth and prosperity...a guaranteed 10 fold return just hand over 
your "seed faith" money to me.... 
Imagine the impact you can make on the masses in your meetings with just more 
money, better advertising, more seeker friendly preaching.... 
 
"I hope someday you will join us...."   
 
No thanks John.  I decided to join Jesus and His Kingdom reality.  When you sang 
back in 1971 'Imagine" I listened.  But I decided there is a heaven above and there is a 
hell below.  There is God....and there are boundaries and rules and consequences.  I 
decided that there is something worth dying for....I picked up the cross, died to my 
ambitions and followed Jesus.   
 
And I look at your followers who follow your vain imaginations....and I look at the 
followers of Jesus....and I know who is destroying their lives and their world and I 
know who are saving lives and changing the world. 
 
I made the right choice....and I wished you could have joined us.  You could have 
written some really great gospel music. 
 
 


